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QLUB WOMEN AND GHE BLOOMMER.

By Ellen M. Henrotin. ] :

LITTLE
article In
it Baltimore
paper -say-

had been lormed
with the avowed
purpose of adopt-
ing a ralny day
deses atiracted may

attention and recall-
ed the varlous efforts
which women have made
to free themselves from the
long* skirt. The apgltation In
tavof of courrect {ress is nearly
/ fifty years old, counting from the
7  time when Mrs, Bloomer invented
the garb which bears her name.
\/ Various clubs  have taken up this
i sublect, During the Columbian Exposi-
tion, at the first congress, that of representa~
tive women, there was a session devoted td the
It was a very crowded sessipn, showing the interest

Va3 eration of dress.
<fal i+ the subject.

<Al a lunch party not long since there were present three women—a society
WOMyr  an elderly woman who was distinguished by always wem‘ing one
style vt dress, and a professional woman. The professional woman sald:

*I COnsider that women have a great ethical responsibility in this matter
of dress, 5 rosponsibility as wage-carners, and a greater one, If that were
possible, as wage-speniders. Why, they largely control the dry goods trade,
and thousands s men and women re employed providing for the needs and
the changing. f8shi,ns of woman's raiment, and hundreds of millions of doi-
lars are made and spent in this one branch of industry. And then think of
‘the mental and ph¥ iy effect on themselyes and thelr families of what s
knewn as dress, and le-gy of the drain on the ramﬁy Iricomte which the drees
of the mather and daughtei- o ogants ™

The society lady volunteered. “It may Seew -
from my standpeint It Is a very co ,,_,,,umr.ed one, My daughters, for instance,

have just eome out in society] neither of them is very young, they are both
eraduates of Vassar, and bright, elever girls; and vet it really takes a very
large portion of their tlme to keep well dressed, not to speak of the enormous
amount of money spent. Mary sald to me this morning: ‘Really, mammas, I
don't think it's werth the trouble, and I felt inclined to agree with her, and
would have donc so if my back had been turned to her, but she looked so
charming in the very dress which had taken so much of her time that really
1 could not. My daughters must ‘be in soelety, and they must be dressed as
other girla to be acceptable; and to he acceptable they must be beautiful.
After all, is It ‘nat the duty of every woman to be appropriately dressed? It's
very easy to say that it is not the amount of moncy to be spent which makes
the beauty of our clothes, but every one Knows that simplicity iz the most ex-
- pensive thing In the world."”
To this the elderly lady: “Do you remember Palonius’s advice to his son,

‘Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy,

But not expressed in fancy; rich, not gandy;

For the apparel oft proelalms the man’

“When I reached sixty years of age 1 solved the dress prahlem.
odd thing that in America there is no dress for an elderly woman. A very
good French modiste eame to New York whose speclalty was to make dresses
for women of & certain age. She had charming ideas and exquisite taste, but
the American woman would not patronize her. T mysell think [t's absurd
to see a woman—well, let us say of sixty—dressed in the samg style as

‘ The Hardest Worked Was4erwom:n in the World.

] i hardest worked waa]:ler'womgn in the world are the Koreans. They
-rﬂ-hswe to wash about a dogzen dresses for their hushands, and, inasmuch

‘ as every man wears pantaloons or drawers so bagey that they eome up
to his neck like those of a clown, they have plenty to do. The washing Is us-
ually done in cold water, and often in running stréams. The clothés are

pounded with paddles until they shine like a shirt front fresh from a Chinese

laundry. :
The Japanese rip their garments apart for every washing, and they iron

their clothes by spreading them on & flat béard and leaning this up agalnst
.the house to dry. The sun takes the wrinkles out of the elothes, and some of
them have quite a lustre. The Japanese woman does her washing out of doors,
Her wiashtub ig not more than six inches high, and is about as blg around as
the avernge dishpan. She gets the dirt cut of the elothes by rubbing them be-
tween her hands, She sometimes uses Japanese soap, which iz full of greass,
and workes away with her bare feet. The Chinese girls do their washing in
much the same way,

The washlng' in Bgypt Is usudlly done by the men. The Egyptian washer-

man stands naksd on the banks of the Nile and slaps the wet clothes, with.a
noise like dhe shot of a pistol, on the smooth stones at the edge of the running
~water, and such fellah women as wash pound the dirt out of their clbth:_-s in
the same wav. 47(%

French women pound the dirt out paddles, often slumming the clothes
upon stones, as the Egyptians do,

A

ing that a club

__ 4 sunple qutstim:l but .

It is an_

a girl of twenty, and yet you see that ridiculons sight every day., It is the
religlous duty of a woman as she grows older to dress well, to be &éven more
particular rather than legs so, but her dress should contorm to the eternal
fitness of things, of nature's order and method, and therefore should be appro-
priate hoth in material and style for her age, and, to my mind, the laws of fit-
ness and Deauty réguire that it should bave a certaln permanency of aspect 2
and be more or less on the one pattern, ¢r rather, shall I say, the one style
When women are young they are entitled to thie kaleldoscople aspect, but
when they are my age thelr chief value to sqelety 18 the faot thit you Enow
where fo find them, and their dress should express this. They thus assist in
furthering the laws of fitness and beauty, an, may 1 add, of serenlty.”

The professiondl lady: *Oh, | agree with vou so heartlly. T shounld be the
last to advoeate & woman to be eccentric? or even to attract attention by her
dress on the street.  The outdoor life which women mnow lead—bleyelln,
eolfing. ete—has Introduced the short skirt, and leggins and gaiters of the
color of the skirt; thus any woman can wear @ dress quiet, conveniént and,
above all, clegnly. If a woman is self-supporting, or must go out every day
to an office, then her short skirt is of untold comfort and use. It does not
wear out quickly round the botfom, keeps dry and clean. In ‘Summer the
short skirt can be worn with a shirt walst, and in Winter with'a Jacket. Short
trousers the color of the skirt can he worn in the Winten for warmth, and a
short ddrk skirt' of silk or any other material to correspond with the dress, I
necessary: no woemaen need hesitate ro wedr such a dress, no matter what her
gocial position. Blowly but surely the woman with a dirty bedraggled skirt
will disappear; and a woman fromi her waist down willl be as neatly and con-
veniently dressed as the shirt walst epables her now to be from her waist up.
The evolution of the shirt waist itself is a case in point. Women of all condl-
tions of life ars vastly better.dressed by the introduction of that one ariicle.
It now remains for sensible women to adopt the short skirt for street wear
and continue the good work. Little by little woman is ceasing to be the slave
of fashion. and is applying the rule of good taste to dress as well a= to all
other questions which touch her Hfe.”

The social leader: My ;Iudgment approves .every word vou have said “but
oh. the fleshpots of Egypt! 1 have always loved fine clothes, and even to-day
it is a temptation to ma2 to buy a beautiful thing whether I need it or not, or
whether It is appropriate or not. TI've always enjoyed the possession of a
large assortment of Impossible pretty sHppers. The shape of many of them
makes it Impossible for me to wear them more than a fo— “aA0ULes 4 « oo
on some state occasion, and ver ¥ - -« » - at them as they stand in a
TYow 45 m¥ closst umed full of white paper to kesp their shape. 1 Have men-
- -4 suwed mever to purchase another pair. My daughters come and look at
them, and T_know that it 1s not an ethical example. And yet there they are
and I cannot be so absclutely foollsh as the woman who sent all hers to be
given to the poor during a Winter of great scarcity. 1 believe my daughters
will be more sensible women at my age than I am. I honestly fry to encour-
age them In practical, sensible ideas.”

The elderly lady: “It is difficult for a young woman to be sensible on the
subject of dress, because, to tell the truth, she has all the men on the side of
nonsense, Tt is an undeniable fact that men like fine clothes, and that the girl
who dresses to suit their artistically developed taste, whieh is usually very _
good, s the favorite. A girl said the other day in my hearing, in answer to
the question whether she would prefer beauty or intellect, that ‘she lked the
beauty, because you couldn’t see intellect from the other side of the street:
and ‘while her idea was rather crude, it ig really the principle on which many
women act In regard to thelr dress. A woman of my age has all these prob-

‘lemes solved for her, You see, age has its compensations.”

The professional lady: "“All that we need is the courage of our convictions,
and no one can accuse the new woman of being defieient in that quality, The
long, full skirt, lined with lght silk, which must be ralsed from the sidewalk
with both hands, Is an absurdity when worn by the healthy, helpful, modern
woman., It is an anachronism. Were women to dress sensibly, or appropri-
ately, I don't mind which word you use, their example would banish from the
publle streets all gaudily dressed women, and would increase the sense of fit-
ness ﬁnd harmoeny which is being developed in soclety, and which is even
now apparent In the great metropolis of the world.” -

ELLEN M. HENROTIN,
President General Federation of Women's Citbe,

EAWEED has Its decorative uses, and will be found a very pretty meédium -
in the hands of a tasteful amateur. It may be used for borders of marine
water colors and on mirror frames, where it may lap over on to the

" glass here and there with artistic =ffects. Monograms and many fanciful de-

slgns may be formed with seaweed, and it makes an excellent border for the
glasg of ah aquarium. When eollected, the seaweed should be dried between
blotting paper and then washed in & solution of mastic gum dissolved in tur-
pentine, which gives it a fresh appearance. 1t should then be affixed to
the leaves of a serap book by means of gum, and can readlly be detached by
moistening the reverse side of the leaves. g
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The Prince of Wales:
Orders JOHARN HOFF'S MALT EXTRACT

ARERGELDIE CASTLE ANEHDERNSHIAER,
Ary, Newmian, Apent for Johann FHaf's Jalt Eetroct,
Lirndon. £ €1

Plecs surpl l‘mﬂp Gosen Held's. Malt Ex'ract,
onaceci 1t ol H. ROIL Prince of W -lru

By goods train to Amrgseldln Eulluu'r
Aberdeenshire.

BEWARE OF IRITATIONS.

The genintne Johann Heff's Ma & Extraat makes
I']thl and ELwil.  Mors direnetl in one bottle
" al Jechann Hols Malt Extract than in neask of Ale,
fec_” or-Porter, without their intox e ing ei-
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